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How to …use the Experience Easter Eggs

The exciting and engaging Experience Easter Eggs are still available at only £2.  Each pack contains everything that is needed to make a bracelet that consists of 21 beads. Each bead is linked to a part of the Easter story and the pack also contains over 50 ideas for activities connected with a part of the story.  The egg can be used by families together or by children individually to explore the story. The PCC might want to buy a number of eggs and give or sell them on to children in church/school/community. 
Below are just a few suggestions – if any of them catch your imagination, please don’t hesitate to contact the Diocesan Children’s Adviser who will be happy to help you develop them further. 

1. Family Challenge: give the eggs away to families connected with church and challenge them to return on Easter Sunday ready to tell the story using the bracelets. Prizes are always good! 


2. Travelling Egg: [loosely based on the Posada idea]:  There are 21 beads inside the egg. Divide the time between Ash Wednesday and Palm Sunday into 20 days (Palm Sunday will be 17 April 2011).  Invite people to travel from house to house, adding the next bead, discovering the story, and doing the activity together. Bring the finished travelling bracelet into to church for Palm Sunday ready to tell the Passion (or lengthen the time to Easter Day). Each participating family should have an egg as well as the travelling one. 

3. Egg-Splain: Organise an activity morning during Lent/Holy Week and incorporate the bead activities into the programme.
4. Add a bead: Include the creative bead activities into each Sunday during Lent – in a similar way to the Advent candle. 

5. Family Egg-Splore: Create a special family event in Holy Week so that all ages together can explore and re-enact the story of Holy Week using the beads.

6. Give-away: Give away the eggs as part of Experience Easter with Schools. This could be one per class if numbers are very large, or if the visiting school is small, maybe one per child. 

7. Which bead today?: Make a bead bracelet beforehand and use it to tell the key parts of the story in a Lent assembly, or series of assemblies. Begin each session with the words: “I wonder which bead it will be today?” Give each class an egg so that activities can be followed up later. 

8.  Give it away: Fill an empty egg with 5p pieces at the beginning of Lent and ask families (or children in school) to guess how many. Challenge them to equal or beat the amount.  Collect eggs on Easter Sunday or at end of term gathering. Donate money to appropriate charity.

9. Telling the Passion:  Shape Palm Sunday worship around the 12 Holy Week beads, inviting people to add or hold the appropriate beads as the Passion narrative is read. 

10. Take it out: Visit a local group such as Scouts, Brownies, Guides etc. and tell the Easter story in beads, inviting them to join in 

11. Egg trail:  Create a bead trail around a park/garden/community. Invite people to walk the route and do the activities/pray as they journey. Give them an egg of their own to take away. 

12.  Bead bunch: plan a special four week only after school club. (This is an ideal way to try something out.) First week in Lent use beads one to four; second week use beads five to seven; third week use beads eight to 12; fourth week use beads 13 to 21.  Invite them to church or community event (eg Easter egg hunt) on Easter Day to receive the final bead.  

13. Bead day: Offer a bead day to school or at church where every child gets to take part in activities that create the bracelet and share the story.

14. Beads in the community: Book a stall or set up a table in the centre of the community on each Saturday in Lent. Invite people to do the appropriate bead activity for that week – eg a promise to give something away, a small donation, a prayer for peace etc.  Sell/give away the eggs as well. 

15. Bead bonanza:  Hold a craft morning for all ages to make some of the many ideas included in the egg. These include making hot cross buns, kite making, candle holder, toy hobby horse and many more. End by telling the story using the beads and give away eggs to take home and do themselves. 

See www.eggventurebeads.com or follow the link from the Experience Easter website www.experienceeaster.org for a wide range of creative ideas for teachers and children’s leaders.

