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Ideas, Ideas, ideas…..?
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Ideas for…

              

Palm Sunday
· The Procession with Palms can be very creative and interactive.  Many Churches hold ecumenical events involving all ages, including uniformed groups.  Some have a real donkey, palms to wave and bands.  Many use the Palm Sunday Liturgy; others tell the Passion story in creative ways often by using different stopping places or different parts of the church.  Some find the afternoon a more appropriate time to involve the local community.  Another day could also be used if the local school is involved.

· In previous years churches have used their Palm Sunday Walk to tell the story of Holy Week.  At each stop on the journey there was a visual focus, a reading of the story, a song and a prayer.  The journey began with the Palm Sunday story (with palm and other branches to wave).  The next stop looked at the cleansing of the Temple (with a bag of coins).  The third stop focussed on Jesus teaching in the Temple and the parable of the vineyard (with a bunch of grapes).  The journey moved into church to think about the Last Supper (with bread and wine) which led into Communion.  The final move was from church to the cross in the churchyard (with palm crosses given out at the door) for the crucifixion.
· Many churches use a dramatised version of the Passion narrative on Palm Sunday or at other Holy Week Services.  Dramatised texts are available in Common Worship: Proclaiming the Passion from Church House Publishing (ISBN No: 9780715121269) or in the Dramatised Bible.

· A Pilgrimage Liturgy with the Passion reading split up and read at different points with music interspersed - rather like the Christmas Nine Lessons and Carols Service.  An invitation is issued to all to dress up and everyone joins in with the crowd parts.
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    Ideas for…
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    Holy Week 

· Many churches hold special daily services, including Holy Communion, Compline and prayer gatherings.  The ‘Way of the Cross’, prayer labyrinths or times for reflection and meditation.  Craft activities or agape meals are also often held at some point in the week. 

· The displays set up using ideas from the ‘Experience Easter with Children’ pack (see website) made an enormous impact on children from schools who came to visit churches.  They were used as a focus for adult worship too.  Some churches used them as ‘stations’ for a journey around the church.  Others used them in ‘labyrinth’ style for people to use in their own time, with cards to accompany each display.

· The service of Tenebrae was once a popular Catholic devotion for Holy Week, which is being adapted and revived, particularly by churches in the USA.  The service is held in semi-darkness with a set of lit candles, one of which is extinguished after each section of the reading of the Passion or other appropriate Bible readings, until a final larger ‘Christ-candle’ is either extinguished or carried out of church following the account of Christ’s death.  The service ends in darkness and silence.  A search on the internet will produce several versions of the service – two of which are at www.worshipandchurchmusic.com/tenebrae.html and www.kencollins.com/how-05.htm

· Your local school might like to produce collages of Holy Week and Easter stories to display in church.  These could again be a visual focus for worship.

· You might show all or some of the film ‘The Passion of the Christ’ as part of services or special events this week.  The ‘Manchester Passion’ with its rock music re-telling of the story would be another option if you can get hold of a recording of it.

· An evening meditation followed by activities on the theme carried out in an atmosphere of quiet, including calligraphy, painting, collage, drawing, flower arranging, glass, clay, reading, poetry, painting & a prayer corner.

· ‘Holy Space’ with the church open for people to drop in for as long or as short a period of time as they wish.  Play The St Matthew Passion and make worship/reflective stations available with anything from a famous picture to simple 
· clay and paper boats.  Also offer opportunities of reconciliation.
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                        Ideas for…

Maundy Thursday 
Most churches hold some kind of service usually Holy Communion and often including foot or hand washing, the stripping of the communion table and a vigil which varies in length of time.  Many have a focus on fellowship and sharing, perhaps with a meal to recall the Passover Meal.  Some hold special activity sessions for children.

An Agape meal (with a meal and informal Eucharist combined) is one of the ways some churches mark today.  An outline order for such a service was given in the Lent, Holy Week and Easter book on page 97.  Grove Books Worship series 97 is Celebrating the Agape Today by Trevor Lloyd (ISBN 1851740384)

An alternative, but effective way of sharing Communion on Maundy Thursday is to do so around a table with a chair at the head draped with a ‘purple robe’, to represent Christ and then twelve other chairs around it.  The congregation come up in groups of twelve and the bread and the wine are passed from one to another, without any words.  (The words of administration can be said before anyone receives Communion.)

· Hand rather than foot washing with every person’s hands washed by the clergy and dried by someone else.  They in turn dry the next person’s hands. This has a strong servant theme.  The whole time of worship can be done very well in a circle with each person communicating with their neighbour.

· A Narnia activity day for the children

· For a time of Vigil ask the congregation to bring large potted plants to create a ‘Garden of Gethsemane’ in a suitable area of the church.  Time can be spent in complete silence or with things like Taizé chants or a Bach Passion being played.  If your Maundy Thursday worship is ecumenical you could commemorate the Last Supper in one building and then move to the other to visit the Garden.  (Rural churches could perhaps move from one church to another, though walking is probably preferable to car journeys!)

· Iona style service (see ‘Finding Other Resources’, Wild Goose Publications at the end of this document)











Ideas for…

Good Friday and 

Easter Eve 

Many churches are involved in Good Friday processions, often arranged ecumenically and often with a cross being carried.  Passion readings with suitable music interspersed are also frequently part of the worship on this day.
· There is time for a Holiday Club in Holy Week or after Easter. You could also try an All-age Workshop morning on Good Friday or Easter Eve – perhaps preparing for a Good Friday or Easter Day service.

· Tell the Easter Story using Eggventure Beads.

· A really challenging exercise would be to remind people that it is Good Friday by giving away free hot cross buns outside a local shop or supermarket perhaps given out in serviettes with a Bible verse on them. (You may be able to buy them at cost price, or even get them free!) Give out an Easter card giving details of the Easter services too.

· Children’s activity workshops finishing with hot cross buns. These could include a kite making and kite flying activity based on ‘Lift high the cross’ – a tradition from the Caribbean.

· ‘Love Hurts’ and ‘Love Heals’ services. The first of these held on Good Friday to acknowledge how we have been hurt by love in all sorts of ways as the Good Friday story is told. The second service is held on Easter Day.

· Prayer Walks for families visiting modern ‘Stations of the Cross’ round the community or alternatively specific teaching places such as the school for the teaching in the Temple, the Last Supper at the pub, foot washing at the village pump and the cross left on a hill.

· Passion reading outside with the community involved in the drama.

· Ecumenical services held in the different denominational churches all on one day.


Easter Eve

· Holy Saturday varies across churches.  For some it is a quiet day of preparation and decorating the church.  Others have a children’s activity day.  Many have an evening Easter Vigil or Service of Light, some finishing with fireworks!

· Easter Eve is often a time for preparing the church for Easter Day.  You could make a large feature of an Easter Garden by setting up an empty tomb and asking everyone to help create a garden around it by bringing a few daffodils to fill vases already set up around it on Easter Day. 

Ideas for…

Easter Day 

A number of churches begin the day with a Sunrise Service and the Communion celebrated in the churches.  Eggs are used in a number of different ways, including decorated eggs and egg rolling!

· Previously in Hempstead an Easter Egg Hunt moved from place to place, with the telling of the Easter story, giving clues and collecting parts of an egg-shaped jig-saw which, in the final section of the service in church, made a picture of the Risen Christ.
· An Easter Garden competition could be a way of involving the local school, with the (winning?) gardens on display in church.  A garden could be the focal point for telling the story in church.


· Children bring fresh eggs to the service which are later put into boxes they have decorated and taken to families who have been bereaved during the last year.


· There are some suitable short dramas relating to the message of Holy Week and Easter available from the web-site (as above), which can be used with acknowledgement of authorship by Dave Shailer, local professional script writer.  All rights are reserved and they have been used by permission. 


· See ‘Easter Eve’ for Easter Garden around the empty tomb.
· Previously Viney Hill has held a simple informal service in the churchyard, reflecting on the fact that the Risen Lord was first seen in a graveyard. The children played instruments for one song and it ended with a round dance, followed by refreshments and an Easter Egg Hunt. 



And for After Easter …

· A way of ensuring that the celebration of Easter extends into the Easter season is to develop the suggestion about Stations of the Resurrection in ‘Times and Seasons’.  There are more suggestions for developing this idea in ‘Together for a Season – All age seasonal resources for Lent, Holy Week and Easter’.  You can adapt the use of the stations in numerous ways.  Making pictures for the stations could be a workshop activity for children or adults (or both together!).


· Easter and Pentecost both have strong baptismal associations so the Easter season is a good one in which to organize a Service of Thanksgiving for Baptism to which you can invite families of those who have been baptised.

Finding Other Resources
· Times and Seasons, the new Anglican Common Worship book has many good ideas.

· Praying Together in Lent will be available again this year from The Diocese of Gloucester website.

· The Diocesan Resource Centre at 9 College Green, Gloucester has many ideas. Contact them on 01452 385217.
Resourcing Easter with All Ages by Revd Dr Sandra Millar, Children's Officer, Diocese of Gloucester - available for purchase for £5.
The following are available to borrow: 
‘Together for a Season – All age seasonal resources for Lent, Holy Week and Easter’, by Gill Ambrose, Peter Craig-Wild, Diane Craven and Peter Moger.  Church House Publishing. ISBN 978-0-7151-4063-5.
Celebrating the Seder by Nick Fawcett.  Kevin Mayhew. ISBN 1-84417-330-5
Easter Cracked.  Scripture Union.  ISBN 978-1-84427-189-4
Lent for the Whole Church Community by Susan Sayers.  Kevin Mayhew. ISBN 1-84417-179-5.
All-Age Easter by Nick Harding.  Kevin Mayhew.  ISBN 1-84003-990-6.
Unwrapping the seasons – All-age talks for Lent, Holy Week and Easter by Nick Fawcett.  Kevin Mayhew. ISBN 1-84003-827-6
Worship through the seasons – Reflective Services for Lent, Holy Week and Easter by Nick Fawcett.  Kevin Mayhew. ISBN 1-84003-826-
· All-Age Service Annual (Volume 1) Dated All-Age Worship material from Scripture Union (www.scriptureunion.org.uk/re-source/) and 

· The Interdenominational Roots Worship Magazine and associated website (www.rootsontheweb.com) contain creative ideas for worship for Holy Week and Easter.

· J. John’s booklet Easter Sonrise is very suitable to give out to members of the community or members of groups who use the church. Details can be found on the Philo Trust website www.philotrust.com/shop/products

· Love Life - Live Lent’ is another useful resource from Church House Publishing. It is suitable for adults and children on the fringe and can be purchased quite cheaply in bulk. Find it at www.chpublishing.co.uk

· The Experience Easter Website  www.experienceeaster.org. 

· Wild Goose Publications.  “Stages on the Way” and “Eggs and Ashes” – Resources for Lent, Holy Week and Easter from The Iona Community.   www.ionabooks.com
· Traidcraft Fair Trade Chocolate Mini Eggs could be purchased to give out.  They are solid milk chocolate eggs individually wrapped and made with cocoa from Ghana and sugar from Malawi.  Buy from your local Traidcraft stall or online at www.traidcraftshop.co.uk
· Evangelical Alliance 186 Kennington Park Road,  London, SE11 4BT www.eauk.org

· www.rejesus.co.uk
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