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Experience Easter

There is a wealth of excellent material for us to use in parishes over the period of Lent, Holy Week and Easter. Within this website you will have found some ideas for innovative liturgies during the most holy time of our Church’s year. Do look at them if you haven’t already.

In addition to the especially composed liturgies, don’t forget that there are fully worked out orders of service for the main services of the season in Common Worship: Times and Seasons. These services include a service for Ash Wednesday, which can include a longer and more focussed than usual act of penitence, and also the use of palm ash. The service on Palm Sunday incorporates the procession – and I encourage you if you have ecumenical colleagues to look at whether perhaps you could hold the first part of that service, the Liturgy of the Palms as it is referred to, in your colleagues’ church or chapel, and then process, all together, to your church (or vice versa!). This can be a wonderful act of witness, unity, and devotion. The Maundy Thursday service, one of the most moving and colourful services of the year, can include foot-washing, stripping of the altars and a Gethsemane Watch, and with careful planning can also be done as an agape meal. Resources for the Good Friday Liturgy and the various services of Easter are also all in Times and Seasons. If you don’t own the book yet, don’t forget that you can now download all the Common Worship material in PDF format from the Church of England website at http://www.cofe.anglican.org/worship/liturgy/commonworship/. Much of it is also available in RTF and HTML format. My personal recommendation again this year, as a priest-in-charge of six village churches, is the particularly good little order for receiving the Easter Candle into church on Easter Day which is very useful for multi-building settings, where you might have just one Vigil service, but you’d like to highlight the Paschal Candle in each church on Easter Morning. That’s on page 418 of Times and Seasons, and can form the first few minutes of all your Easter morning services.
There is also a lot of really good material which was produced last year by the Bishop’s Worship, Prayer and Spirituality Group – see the liturgies and ideas section of the downloads page of this site and don’t forget to look at the other worship materials. Don’t forget, either, the wonderful Jumping Fish material: especially Experience Easter with Children, and the new Experience Easter Outside, which might form the basis for a Good Friday workshop or All-age service of Stations. 
If you want to chat through your ideas with me, do give me a call at the Department of Ministry, and have a blessed and transforming Holy Week and Easter.

Tom Clammer

Diocesan Worship Officer 
